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THE BOOK AND BEYOND:
 An educator’s guide for exploring children’s and YA literature

Rich question(s)
This section is for creating and exploring questions that might guide an overall inquiry for a particular book. These questions might be inspired by ideas in the book section and/or personal responses and/or the 
NZ Curriculum and/or available resources. 

 Shadow and BoneTitle: Author(s): Illustrator(s):

The aim of The Book and Beyond is to inspire an interest and passion for books and reading. This section is for your thoughts, questions and notes about different aspects of the book and to consider how you might 
frame discussion with students.

 Leigh Bardugo 

Physical object Characters

Design & cover

Illustration

Plot

Setting 

Theme & message

Language

Mood & feeling

Genre & format

The book

The inquiry

What makes a person powerful?  How does power or lack of power affect an individual or group?

When and why should an individual take a stand in opposition to a large groups or individual?

What is the purpose of fantasy novels? 

Young Adult fantasy fiction: the features of the genre are: 
detailed, created ‘other’ worlds, brave main characters, romantic or 
friendship subplot. 

 

Alina’s fear permeates the mood of the novel and drive the action, our 
empathy for her, and a sense of foreboding, driven in large part by the 
Darkling’s unpredictable and brooding presence. This is punctuated by
moments of light relief—when she develops a friendship with Genya, 
reunites with Mal and the times she summons her power and controls her 
light. 

Russian language influences characters, place names and even dialogue 
and terms used by characters. 

Alina’s internal dialogue is questioning, repetitive and realistic. Passages of 
scene setting and sumptious description balance with character dialogue 
and action. 

• Mercy and power
• Love/friendship
• Bravery 
• Universal good vs evil. 
• War
• Equality and equity—how the poor live vs the privileged, class systems

Ravka, is the created fantasy world. While there is no date/time setting, 
it has similarities to, and is inspired by, tsarist Russia. This is seen in the 
climate, language used, place names, style dress, life and order systems 
—servants, royal courts, militia etc. There are magical creatures—evil and 
helpful, that inhabit the universe. The Fold or Unsea is important as a 
terrifying physical divide and barrier to cross/overcome. 

The story centres around Alina, an orphan, and follows the classic hero’s 
journey. She discovers her magical ability, faces obstacles summoning/mas-
tering her power before learning to use it for good with help from magical 
sidekicks—Genya and Baghra. Alina learns to uncover and resist evil—the 
Darkling. She and Mal set out on a quest to collect a talisman, the amplifier, 
face a final conflict, and choices between mercy, power and love. 

Alina Starkov is the protaganist—physically weak at the start, she grows in 
strength, courage and determination and recognises her intelligence.
Mal—Alina’s touchstone, is handsome, confident and a gifted tracker.
The Grisha—an order of the King’s magical elite humans
The Darkling—clever, powerful, brooding and ruthless

Like many fantasy books, it has an illustrated map of the book’s world. The 
map is highly ornate, has gothic styled edging, images and text without a 
key/compass. The Unsea or Fold teems with off-scale, large evil creatures. 
The locations are named alongside images of building/palaces, orienting 
the reader for the action/plot in those places. There are gothic, elaborate, 
large title plates for each chapter, continuing the fantasy feel. 

The cover has a silvery grey background with faded or even ombre style on 
the outer edges. Black, white and a deep blood red are used for the 
images/text. The font is angular and gothic. Dark images/shadows appeal 
to the audience and give the book an eerie, mysterious feel.
White antlers frame the title, a nod to the magical white stag, a critical 
element that amplifies Alina’s power.  

The hardback copy is a standard shape and density for fiction of around 
350 pages. It has a shiny plastic protective cover. The pages are vanilla, 
yellowish, with an aged feel.   

https://natlib.govt.nz/schools


Personal Read more Social (Share your experience)

The aim of The Book and Beyond is to inspire an interest and passion for books and reading. This section is designed to help students use the book as inspiration to share, wonder, question, and explore ideas, possibilities, 
connections, feelings, experiences and other viewpoints — either alone or together.

Text to self Text to text Text to world

This section is intended as a prompt for thinking about how  the book might relate to the NZ Curriculum. For example, is it a story about cultural diversity? What language, symbols and text tell the story? 

NZ Curriculum

Learning areas

  English  Maths & Statistics

  The Arts  Science

  Health & PE  Social Sciences

  Languages  Technology

Principles

 High expectations  Future focus

 Treaty of Waitangi  Learning to learn

 Cultural diversity  Community engagement

 Inclusion

Values

 Excellence  Community & participation

 Innovation, inquiry, curiosity  Ecological sustainability

 Diversity  Integrity

 Equity

Key Competencies

 Thinking  Relating to others

 Using language, 
symbols & text

 Participating & 
contributing

 Managing self

Write a dedication 
Did you notice the author’s dedication to her grandfathers? “Tell me some lies.”
If you wrote a dedication for some writing/art/creative piece what would it say?  
Would it be a quote/song lyric? Who would you dedicate it to? 
Design/Make
The kefta, colours and dress/uniform of each character is described in detail and 
important to the story. Why and how is dress important to any group or tribe?  
Design an outfit for a character: Mal, Alina, the Darkling, Genya. Draw from the 
descriptions in the book or create from scratch.
Watch this video exploring different cover designs of Shadow and Bone and 
then create your own version of the cover.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_VccWD_igg
Take a quiz 
Have fun with some of the digital activities linked to the story.
https://www.theguardian.com/books/quiz/2013/jun/14/teen-book-club-shad-
ow-and-bone-quiz
Or immerse yourself in Grishaverse: http://www.grishaverse.com
Explore 
Further official teacher notes for before, during and after reading to delve deep-
er into the world, language and themes. https://images.macmillan.com/folio-as-
sets/teachers-guides/9781250027436TG.pdf

Pin it/share
Interested in the backstory or influences of the book? Find Leigh Bardugo on 
Pinterest  https://www.pinterest.nz/lbardugo/ to explore her pinned 
influences for the kefta, symbols and insignias, characters, style, places and 
worlds. 

Start your own Pinterest page to collect literary—book related—or other 
influences.  

Create and Share 
“The #grishaverse is about to come to life” Bardugo. 
There is a Netflix series in production for Shadow and Bone. Imagine you are 
part of the creative/prodution team. With a friend, discuss and:
• list actors you would consider for the main roles
• create a song/music playlist for scenes, for example, a trailer, the Winter 

Festival, Mal and Alina’s escape, the action sequences or your favourite part
• plan how you would promote the series.

The story is told in a first person poin of view or narration of Alina’s story (apart 
from the Prologue - ‘Before’ and ‘After’ sections which bookmark the action)   
Hearing her voice and inner thoughts might help students recognise or connect 
to:
• the idea of finding your identity/inner strength under pressure 
• the idea of having a close childhood friend
• the experience of having doubts and questions and resolving these 

This is a story that encapsulates a classic fantasy hero’s journey—orphans, 
special power, a quest for a talisman, obstacles, finding inner power, mentors, 
allies and enemies, battles a ‘dark’ power.  What other texts can you think of 
that follow this pattern?  

What other texts (songs/films/tv/) are there that create a fantasy world with a 
magical setting and characters?  

Although the setting is other worldly, there are elements of the story you could 
compare to our world.
• Was there a time in history where people’s individual freedoms were 
        sacrificed for winning a war or upholding a country/people’s security?
• Do Mal and Alina’s experiences have everyday or universal elements?
• Can you think of times when uniforms and ‘attractiveness’ are used over 

others? 
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Make connections

What connections can you make to yourself, other texts, the world?

  Read the next in the series

  Read another book by the same author

  Read another book with the same idea/topic/ genre

  Listen to an audio version of the book

This is the first of a trilogy.  Read the next two: 
Siege and Storm (2) 
Ruin and Rising (3)  

And there’s more ... Leigh Bardugo has created other series in the same 
universe, the Grishaverse.
Try the Six of Crows Trilogy 

More in this genre:
The Folk of Air trilogy - The Cruel Prince (1) by Holly Black 
Mortal Instruments series by Cassandra Clare 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_VccWD_igg
https://www.theguardian.com/books/quiz/2013/jun/14/teen-book-club-shadow-and-bone-quiz
https://www.theguardian.com/books/quiz/2013/jun/14/teen-book-club-shadow-and-bone-quiz
https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/teachers-guides/9781250027436TG.pdf
https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/teachers-guides/9781250027436TG.pdf
https://natlib.govt.nz/schools

