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Designed to stimulate young readers and writers, our 
Schools Programme energises and entertains more 
than 6,000 Year 5–13 students each year. It’s an 
exciting opportunity for our tamariki and rangatahi to 
both connect with the people behind the books they 
already know and love, and discover new voices.

This year’s programme features inspirational writers 
from across Aotearoa New Zealand and the world in 
three jam-packed days of sessions and workshops 
tailored for primary, intermediate and secondary 
school students.

We passionately believe that books and ideas should 
be accessible to all. With the generous support of the 
Freemasons Foundation we are able to keep keep ticket 
prices low, provide the Read The World publication 
for free to every intermediate and secondary student, 
offer travel subsidies by way of the Schools Transport 
Fund, donate book tokens to select schools and deliver 
our Pukapuka Adventures family weekend. 

CHOOSE YOUR DATE
This year we are offering four sessions a day for Years 
5–6 (12, 13 or 14 May), Years 7–8 (12 May) and Years 
9–13 (13 or 14 May).

COST (No increased ticket price to 2026)
Day attendance (four sessions) is $13 per student; 
workshop places (one hour) are $16 per student. 
Teachers attend FREE of charge. Books are available 
for purchase at the Festival Bookshop and writers will 
be available to sign books in the breaks.

“Like a rock concert for reading!”
Student

“Since the festival, there has been a 
huge enthusiasm for reading.”
Educator

“The festival had a phenomenal impact 
on the quality of student writing.”
Educator

“The festival energises teachers. 
It provides them with new ideas 
and inspiration to bring back to the 
classroom.”	
Educator

“I was inspired to go forward with 
my writing journey no matter how 
debilitating it may seem, as it is 
essentially all a part of the process.”
Student

The Festival will follow all Government guidelines relating to any 
unforeseen events such as but not limited to, extreme weather 
conditions and pandemic outbreaks. If this situation occurs, 
schools will be notified and updated.

The Auckland Writers Festival Waituhi o Tāmaki, with the generous 
support of the Freemasons Foundation, is delighted to deliver our 
18th annual Schools Programme | Hōtaka Kura in May 2026.

THE INFORMATION YOU NEED
SCHOOLS PROGRAMME | HŌTAKA KURA

12–14 May | 12–14 Mei 2026
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MATARIKI BENNETT  
(Aotearoa NZ)  
Slam poet and filmmaker

KENNETH CHAPMAN  
(Aotearoa NZ)  
Debut novelist and educator

LI CHEN  
(Aotearoa NZ/China) 
Graphic novelist and comic artist

SARINA CLARK  
(Aotearoa NZ)
Author of the bestselling Dragonfall series

DR HINEMOA ELDER  
(Aotearoa NZ) 
Bestselling author, and child and  
adolescent psychiatrist

GILBERT ENOKA  
(Aotearoa NZ)  
Former All Blacks mental-skills coach

NIKITA GILL  
(Ireland/India) 
Instapoet and acclaimed author

GRACI KIM  
(Aotearoa NZ/Korea) 
The New York Times-bestselling author

RACHAEL KING
(Aotearoa/NZ)
Writer, reviewer and former literary festival director

KIRI LIGHTFOOT  
(Aotearoa NZ) 
Winner of Storylines Tessa Duder Award 2024

CLAIRE MABEY  
(Aotearoa NZ)
Award-winning fantasy novelist

KIMBERLEY NGARETA KEARNEY 
(Aotearoa NZ) 
Picture-book author and educator

DAVID A. ROBERTSON  
(Canada)  
Multiple award-winning author and graphic novelist

JOSH SILVER  
(UK)
Award-winning author of dystopian YA fiction and 
mental-health nurse

MANAIA TUWHARE-HOANI  
(Aotearoa NZ) 
Spoken-word poet

ZAK WAIPARA  
(Aotearoa NZ)
Illustrator and comic artist

SONYA WILSON  
(Aotearoa NZ)
Children’s author and journalist

OUR 2026 
FEATURED WRITERS
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DATES FOR  
YOUR DIARY

Wednesday 4 February | Wenerei 4 Pēpuere
Applications open to School Transport Fund for travel subsidy support.

Wednesday 11 February | Wenerei 11 Pēpuere
Bookings open. The programme sells out quickly, so we advise early booking 
to avoid disappointment.

Friday 6 March | Paraire 6 Māehe
Schools Transport Fund application deadline.

Friday 20 March | Paraire 20 Māehe
Schools Transport Fund applicants notified of outcome.

Tuesday 12 May | Tūrei 12 Mei
Schools Day One: Years 5–6, 7–8. 
Barfoot & Thompson Young Authors Challenge opens.

Wednesday 13 May | Wenerei 13 Mei
Schools Day Two: Years 5–6, 9–13.

Thursday 14 May | Tāite 14 Mei
Schools Day Three: Years 5–6, 9–13.

Friday 12 June | Paraire 12 Hune
Deadline to claim Transport Fund Grant.

Friday 7 August | Paraire 7 Ākuhata
Entries close for Barfoot & Thompson Young Authors Challenge.

6



HOW TO BOOK &
TRANSPORT FUND APPLICATION

BOOKINGS AND TICKETING ENQUIRIES
TICKETMASTER 09 970 9745, 
groups@ticketmaster.co.nz

TRANSPORT FUND ENQUIRIES
The Auckland Writers Festival Waituhi o Tāmaki, 
schools@writersfestival.co.nz. Please note: the 
festival office does not process ticket bookings.

TICKETS
Bookings are only accepted from schools and home 
educators. We are unable to offer individual access to 
this programme.

Tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served basis 
and must be booked by the school via Ticketmaster. 
All tickets are issued by Ticketmaster, not the 
Festival office.

We have kept prices the same as 2025. 
Cost: $13 per day per student 
Workshops: $16 per student per workshop 
Teachers FREE

Other things to note about our 2026 workshops:

	— Teachers may sit in on workshops as observers at 
the back of the room.

	— Students must be signed in and out at the 
beginning and end of workshops.

Please include students’ years on the Booking Form 
and attach a list of names for workshop roll.

	— Bookings are first come, first served.

	— Limit of five students per school in the first 
instance. Further students will be waitlisted and 
added if there is availability after bookings close.

	— For the first time we are hosting a workshop for 
Upper Primary students. Please see page 10 for 
more information.

BOOKING PROCESS
When you make your booking with Ticketmaster, 
you will be sent an invoice which must either be paid 
immediately if no transport assistance is required, or 
as soon as your Transport Fund Application has been 
approved, in order to confirm your booking. Schools 
Transport Fund Grants will be confirmed via email on 
Friday 20 March.

If you have not received a confirmation within three 
working days of submitting your booking form, 
please contact the Ticketmaster Schools Programme 
Booking Line on 09 970 9745. Additional tickets may 
be ordered at a later date, subject to availability. Seats 
are non-refundable once paid.

To complete your booking, please fill in the attached 
Schools Booking Form or download it from the Festival 
website (not the Transport Fund online application 
form) and email to: groups@ticketmaster.co.nz.

TRANSPORT FUND APPLICATION
If you need financial support to transport your  
class to the Schools Programme, please apply  
to our Schools Transport Fund. To apply,  
please complete the Schools Transport Fund 
Application Form via this link. When you submit 
the form we ask that you attach a detailed written 
estimate or quote if you are hiring transport.  
If you encounter any issues with the form or have 
questions about the fund, please email schools@
writersfestival.co.nz. Transport Fund grants are 
allocated on a needs basis and we cannot always 
guarantee grants to the full level requested.

The closing date for the Schools Transport Fund is 
5pm Friday 6 March 2026. All applications will be 
notified of the result or otherwise of their application 
on Friday 20 March.

The Schools Transport Fund is kindly supported by 
the Freemasons Foundation.
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The Young Authors Challenge will open in 
Term Two 2026. Submissions will open on 
12 May: save the date, enter and win some 
incredible prizes!

School competition categories
Primary: up to 250 words, Intermediate: up to 500 words, Secondary: up to 750 words

Category winners will each 
receive a $500 cash prize 
and books valued at $250

Their school will also receive 
a $1000 cash prize and 
books valued at $1000

PRIZE POOL

Calling all creative young writers!

For more information and terms & conditions 
go to barfoot.co.nz/about-us/supporting-our-
community/young-authors-challenge or email 
youngauthorschallenge@barfoot.co.nz 

Winners will be announced on Friday 4 September. With a special presentation to 
be held in Term Four 2026.

mailto:youngauthorschallenge%40barfoot.co.nz?subject=
http://barfoot.co.nz/about-us/supporting-our-community/young-authors-challenge


UPPER PRIMARY YEARS 5–6   
HERE’S THE PLAN
Tue 12, Wed 13, Thu 14 May | Tūrei 12, Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

DAY 1  TUESDAY 12 MAY | TŪREI 12 MEI 
UPPER PRIMARY YEARS 5 & 6, 10.00AM-2.25PM
Note: Doors will open at 9.30am and students will be ushered into their venues; the first sessions start promptly 
at 10.00am.

10.00am – 10.45am Hunua Room Rachael King

10.55am – 11.40am Hunua Room Kimberley Ngareta Kearney

11.40am Lunch & Book Signing

12.30pm – 1.15pm Hunua Room David A. Robertson

1.25pm – 1.55pm Hunua Room Li Chen

1.55pm Finish & Book Signing

DAY 2  WEDNESDAY 13 MAY | WENEREI 13 MEI 
UPPER PRIMARY YEARS 5 & 6, 10.00AM-2.25PM
Note: Doors will open at 9.30am and students will be ushered into their venues; the first sessions start promptly 
at 10.00am.

10.00am – 10.45am Hunua Room Rachael King

10.55am – 11.40am Hunua Room David. A Robertson

11.40am Lunch & Book Signing

12.30pm – 1.15pm Hunua Room Kimberley Ngareta Kearney

1.25pm – 1.55pm Hunua Room Li Chen

1.55pm Finish & Book Signing

DAY 3  THURSDAY 14 MAY | TĀITE 14 MEI 
UPPER PRIMARY YEARS 5 & 6, 10.00AM-2.25PM
Note: Doors will open at 9.30am and students will be ushered into their venues; the first sessions start promptly 
at 10.00am.

10.00am – 10.45am Hunua Room Rachael King

10.55am – 11.40am Hunua Room Kimberley Ngareta Kearney

11.40am Lunch & Book Signing

12.30pm – 1.15pm Hunua Room David A. Robertson

1.25pm – 1.55pm Hunua Room Li Chen

1.55pm Finish & Book Signing

TRANSPORT FUND 
ENQUIRIES
Schools are encouraged to  
apply for grants towards travel 
costs to increase accessibility  
to the Schools Programme.  
Please find more information 
about the Schools Transport  
Fund on page 7, including the  
link to the Application Form.

The deadline for applications 
is 5pm Friday 6 March 2026. 
Any questions should be sent to 
schools@writersfestival.co.nz.
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UPPER PRIMARY YEARS 5–6  
HERE’S THE PLAN
Tue 12, Wed 13, Thu 14 May | Tūrei 12, Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

WORKSHOP | AWHEAWHE 
This workshop provides students with a rare opportunity to learn 
from, and be inspired by, a leading children’s author.

Each workshop accommodates up to 35 students, at a cost of $16 
per student. Please note that spaces fill quickly, and bookings are 
on a firstcome, first-served basis. An initial limit of five students 
per school per workshop will apply. Additional students can be 
waitlisted, pending available space once bookings close.

 

Tuesday 12, Wednesday 13, Thursday 14 May I  
Tūrei 12, Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

Time Workshop Venue

12.30pm-1.15pm Sonya Wilson Waihorotiu Room

  

GROWING STORIES
Sonya Wilson

Got an awesome idea for a story but not sure where to begin? Or 
perhaps you’ve started your tale and need help making it even 
bigger and better? Join Sonya Wilson, award-winning author of the 
Spark Hunter series, for a lively workshop where you’ll learn how to 
kick-start your story and turn it into an epic adventure. Sonya will 
share her top writing tips and guide you through fun activities to get 
your imagination buzzing!  

10



UPPER PRIMARY SESSIONS:  
YEARS 5–6
Tue 12, Wed 13, Thu 14 May | Tūrei 12, Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

  

UNLOCKING WORLDS
David A. Robertson

Step into a world of imagination and adventure with David A. 
Robertson as he shares his infectious love of storytelling. The 
author of more than 30 books across genres — from fantasy 
and sports to graphic novels — David’s work is deeply rooted in 
Indigenous culture and tradition. His acclaimed series, The Misewa 
Saga, concludes with a thrilling final instalment: a quest through a 
fantastical realm filled with snowy landscapes, talking animals, and 
echoes of classics such as the Narnia series.

In this engaging session, David will share insights into his creative 
process and guide you toward finding your authentic voice as a 
writer. This is your chance to learn from one of Canada’s most 
compelling and celebrated authors. 

Supported by the Canada Council of the Arts.

 

WEAVING WORDS
Kimberley Ngareta Kearney

“My Mum is collecting words. You see, a long time ago, lots of the 
words were left out or replaced. Slowly they were forgotten.” 

Author Kimberley Ngareta Kearney (Ngāti Maniapoto, Tūhoe) 
brings her moving pukapuka The Lost Words to life in a special 
session encouraging kōrero, hands-on creativity, and a celebration 
of te reo Māori. 

Guided by Māori values, Kimberley will show how stories aren’t just 
told — they live in many forms, from books to music to illustrations, 
and connect us in powerful ways. 

Then there will be a chance to learn how to weave a paper whetū 
(star) to take home and share with your whānau. 

A PURR-FECT ADVENTURE
Li Chen

Come and meet your favourite kitten detective, Detective Beans, in 
a fun-filled event with author and illustrator Li Chen! Join Beans as 
he explores the streets of Cat Town: hunting missing donuts, solving 
maths puzzles, and sniffing out his next big case. 

With live drawing, laughs and a touch of mystery, Li will show you 
how she brings her characters and the world of Cat Town to life 
through pictures and words. 

Whether you love funny stories, drawing, cute cats, cool comics — or 
all the above! — this is one adventure you don’t want to miss! 

  

TURN UP THE VOLUME!
Rachael King

Get ready to rock with author Rachael King as she introduces her 
electric series Violet and the Velvets. Violet Grumble is a 12-year-old 
rockstar in the making with big dreams of winning Bandchamps! But 
achieving those dreams with her ragtag band isn’t easy, especially 
when mysteries keep popping up. From grumpy ghosts to missing 
gear and nods to some of the greatest rock music ever, this series 
will have you amped. 

In this event, Rachael will share the stories behind her unforgettable 
characters, their wild adventures, and how to turn your own 
experiences into riveting tales. Plus, we’ll celebrate how our 
differences make us who we are!
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Bookings are dealt with in order of receipt. Please do not include payment with your Booking Form. You will receive a confirmation from
Ticketmaster within three working days of your booking. You will be invoiced by Ticketmaster on receipt of your booking.

School Address

Class/Room Year(s) Equity Index

Booking Contact Phone (Term Time)

Email

Trip Supervisor Supervisor Mobile

Email

Note: The Booking Contact is the person responsible for making the booking.
The Trip Supervisor is the person bringing the class whom we may contact regarding the visit.

Please complete all sections of the form (download a single-page PDF here)  
and email to groups@ticketmaster.co.nz

For all booking enquiries please phone 09 970 9745

Total

Ticketmaster Booking Fee

Grand Total $

Ticket prices: $16 per workshop per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Workshops No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

12.30pm-1.15pm Waihorotiu  05 Sonya Wilson

*Waihorotiu Room, Level 4, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $16

$

TUESDAY 12 MAY Ticket prices: $13 per day per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Event Speakers No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.30am Hunua Arrival and Seating

10.00am-10.45am Hunua 01 Rachael King

10.55am-11.40am Hunua 02 Kimberley Ngareta Kearney

11.40am-12.25pm Lunch Break and Book Signing

12.30pm-1.15pm Hunua 03 David A. Robertson

1.25pm-1.55pm Hunua 04 Li Chen

1.55pm Finish and Book Signing

*Hunua Room, Level 1, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $13

$

Tuesday 12 May | Tūrei 12 Mei
UPPER PRIMARY BOOKING FORM: YEARS 5–6

$

$

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.
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Bookings are dealt with in order of receipt. Please do not include payment with your Booking Form. You will receive a confirmation from
Ticketmaster within three working days of your booking. You will be invoiced by Ticketmaster on receipt of your booking.

School Address

Class/Room Year(s) Equity Index

Booking Contact Phone (Term Time)

Email

Trip Supervisor Supervisor Mobile

Email

Note: The Booking Contact is the person responsible for making the booking.
The Trip Supervisor is the person bringing the class whom we may contact regarding the visit.

Please complete all sections of the form (download a single-page PDF here)  
and email to groups@ticketmaster.co.nz

For all booking enquiries please phone 09 970 9745

WEDNESDAY 13 MAY Ticket prices: $13 per day per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Event Speakers No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.30am Hunua Arrival and Seating

10.00am-10.45am Hunua 06 Rachael King

10.55am-11.40am Hunua 07 David A. Robertson

11.40am-12.25pm Lunch Break and Book Signing

12.30pm-1.15pm Hunua 08 Kimberley Ngareta Kearney

1.25pm-1.55pm Hunua 09 Li Chen

1.55pm Finish and Book Signing

*Hunua Room, Level 1, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $13

$

Ticket prices: $16 per workshop per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Workshops No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

12.30pm-1.15pm Waihorotiu  10 Sonya Wilson

*Waihorotiu Room, Level 4, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $16

$

Wednesday 13 May | Wenerei 13 Mei
UPPER PRIMARY BOOKING FORM: YEARS 5–6

Total

Ticketmaster Booking Fee

Grand Total $

$

$

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.
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Bookings are dealt with in order of receipt. Please do not include payment with your Booking Form. You will receive a confirmation from
Ticketmaster within three working days of your booking. You will be invoiced by Ticketmaster on receipt of your booking.

School Address

Class/Room Year(s) Equity Index

Booking Contact Phone (Term Time)

Email

Trip Supervisor Supervisor Mobile

Email

Note: The Booking Contact is the person responsible for making the booking.
The Trip Supervisor is the person bringing the class whom we may contact regarding the visit.

Please complete all sections of the form (download a single-page PDF here)  
and email to groups@ticketmaster.co.nz

For all booking enquiries please phone 09 970 9745

THURSDAY 14 MAY Ticket prices: $13 per day per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Event Speakers No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.30am Hunua Arrival and Seating

10.00am-10.45am Hunua 11 Rachael King

10.55am-11.40am Hunua 12 Kimberley Ngareta Kearney

11.40am-12.25pm Lunch Break and Book Signing

12.30pm-1.15pm Hunua 13 David A. Robertson

1.25pm-1.55pm Hunua 14 Li Chen

1.55pm Finish and Book Signing

*Hunua Room, Level 1, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $13

$

Ticket prices: $16 per workshop per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Workshops No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

12.30pm-1.15pm Waihorotiu  15 Sonya Wilson

*Waihorotiu Room, Level 4, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $16

$

Thursday 14 May | Tāite 14 Mei
UPPER PRIMARY BOOKING FORM: YEARS 5–6

Total

Ticketmaster Booking Fee

Grand Total $

$

$

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.
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UPPER PRIMARY SESSIONS:  
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

LI CHEN
Li Chen was born in Beijing, China, and moved to New Zealand when 
she was five. She’s always loved drawing and has been working as a 
full-time comic artist since 2012. Detective Beans and the Case of 
the Missing Hat is her first graphic novel. When she’s not drawing, Li 
likes to hang out with her cats or go on really long walks. Oh, and she 
drinks a LOT of tea. 

KIMBERLEY NGARETA KEARNEY
Kim Kearney (Ngāti Manaipoto, Tūhoe), a mum of three daughters, 
resides in the beautiful Bay of Plenty. Her love for books and 
language has shaped much of her journey. Her manuscript, The 
Lost Words, was shortlisted for a Storylines prize and subsequently 
picked up by Little Moa Books, bringing to life a long-time dream of 
writing a book. “I’ve always been passionate about te reo Māori, and 
I’m dedicated to revitalising the language within my family, weaving 
it into our everyday lives,” Kim says. She developed a love for 
sharing stories with young minds during years spent as a primary-
school teacher. 

RACHAEL KING
Rachael King is a writer, award-winning reviewer and former 
literary festival director living in Ōtautahi. Her novels for children 
include: Secrets at Red Rocks, which won the Esther Glen Medal for 
Junior Fiction in 2013 (as Red Rocks) and has been adapted for an 
Emmy-nominated television series; and The Grimmelings, which 
won the Booksellers’ Choice Award 2025 and was named one of the 
New York Public Libraries Best Books of 2025. Song of the Saltings, 
published worldwide this year, is her first book for young adults. She 
is also the author of the Violet and the Velvets series for younger 
readers, which draws on her experience as a teenage bassist in rock 
bands.

DAVID A. ROBERTSON
David A. Robertson is a two-time Governor General’s Literary 
Award winner, and has won the TD Canadian Children’s Literature 
Award and the Writers’ Union of Canada Freedom to Read Award. 
He has received several other accolades for his work as a writer for 
children and adults, podcaster, public speaker and social advocate. 
He was honoured with a Doctor of Letters from the University of 
Manitoba in 2023 and a Doctor of Laws from the University of 
Lethbridge in 2025. He is a member of Norway House Cree Nation 
and lives in Winnipeg.

SONYA WILSON
Sonya Wilson is an award-winning author, essayist and journalist. 
Her two children’s adventure-fantasy novels, Spark Hunter and 
The Secret Green, have both won Storylines Notable Book Awards 
and appeared on multiple bestseller lists. Spark Hunter also won 
the NZSA Best First Book Award at the NZCYA Book Awards. Sonya 
is a former television news and current affairs reporter, producer 
and presenter. She is the founder and current Executive Director of 
Kiwi Christmas Books, a charity that gifts books to families across 
Aotearoa New Zealand who struggle to access quality literature for 
their kids. 

15



DAY 1  TUESDAY 12 MAY | TŪREI 12 MEI
INTERMEDIATE YEARS 7 & 8, 10.00AM-2.45PM
Note: Doors will open at 9.30am and students will be ushered into their venues; the first sessions start promptly 
at 10.00am.

10.00am – 10.45am Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre David A. Robertson 

10.55am – 11.40am Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Kenneth Chapman

11.40am Lunch & Book Signing

12.30pm – 1.15pm Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Claire Mabey

1.25pm – 2.10pm Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Dr Hinemoa Elder

2.10pm Finish & Book Signing

TRANSPORT FUND 
ENQUIRIES
Schools are encouraged to  
apply for grants towards travel 
costs to increase accessibility  
to the Schools Programme.  
Please find more information 
about the Schools Transport  
Fund on page 7, including the  
link to the Application Form.

The deadline for applications 
is 5pm Friday 6 March 2026. 
Any questions should be sent to 
schools@writersfestival.co.nz.

WORKSHOP | AWHEAWHE 
Workshops for Intermediate students run for one hour (numbers are 35 for each workshop; cost 
$16 per student). These workshops provide students with a rare opportunity to learn from, and 
be inspired by, leading writers and illustrators. Please note that spaces fill quickly, and bookings 
are on a first-come, first-served basis. An initial limit of five students per school per workshop will 
apply. Additional students can be waitlisted, pending available space once bookings close.

Time Workshop Venue

9.40am-10.40am Graci Kim Waihorotiu Room

10.50am-11.50am Zak Waipara Waihorotiu Room

1.25pm-2.25pm Sarina Clark Waihorotiu Room

Workshop descriptions on page 18.

INTERMEDIATE YEARS 7–8  
HERE’S THE PLAN
Tuesday 12 May | Tūrei 12 Mei
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Tuesday 12 May | Tūrei 12 Mei

INTERMEDIATE SESSIONS:  
YEARS 7–8

 

THE PORTAL TO ADVENTURE
David A. Robertson

David A. Robertson’s six-part fantasy series, The Misewa Saga, 
brims with adventure and talking animals, and draws inspiration 
from Indigenous stories and the world of Narnia. The story follows 
Morgan and Eli, two Indigenous children forced away from their 
families and communities, and brought together to a foster home in 
Winnipeg. In an unfinished attic bedroom, they discover a portal to 
another reality: the frozen, barren land of Aksí.

In this captivating event, David will transport you into his magical 
world, share stories and practical tips on writing, and discuss  
finding your voice on the page. 

Supported by the Canada Council of the Arts.	

 

WORLDBUILDING: AN EXPLORER’S GUIDE
Claire Mabey

Where do writers find their inspiration? What helps them dream 
up the worlds they create? Claire Mabey — the author of the 
bewitching book The Raven’s Eye Runaways and its sequel The 
Raven’s Eye Rebellion — has been praised for her exceptional world-
building skills. She’ll share how she designed a magical, parallel 
medieval world and the characters who inhabit it. 

Then it’s your turn! With Claire’s guidance, you’ll learn more about 
finding inspiration to create your own world full of wonder, danger 
and surprises. Bring your imagination (and a pen!) — you’re about to 
become a world-builder too. 

 

TIMELESS TEACHINGS
Dr Hinemoa Elder

Gather round and listen to Dr Hinemoa Elder (Te Aupōuri, Ngāti 
Kurī, Te Rarawa, Ngāi Takoto, and Ngāpuhi nui tonu) as she shares 
the richness of Māori wisdom through whakataukī and whakatauākī 
(proverbs). Drawing from her beloved book, Dear Moko, E Moko, 
Hinemoa will explore timeless lessons passed down by Māori 
ancestors. Some will make you smile, others will spark deep 
reflection and offer fresh ways to navigate life’s challenges. 

Hinemoa will reveal the stories behind these proverbs, her research, 
and practical ways to weave their wisdom into your everyday life. 
This session is a treasure chest of insights you will want to keep 
close. 

 

SPINE-TINGLING TALES
Kenneth Chapman

Creep carefully into a house full of mystery and secrets, where you 
can enter paintings and experience the memories within...   

Kenneth Chapman introduces Lonasei and the Mystery of Origin 
Grove — an eerie tale packed with chills and curiosity. Eleven-year-
old Lonasei moves into her mum’s childhood home, but something 
isn’t right. When she discovers she once had an aunt who vanished 
as a child, the search leads her to the basement of Origin Grove, and 
deeper into the unknown.  

Embark on a journey with Kenneth as he shares the inspiration behind 
his heroine and reveals how to craft a gripping tale that intrigues the 
reader and keeps them hooked. 
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Tuesday 12 May | Tūrei 12 Mei

INTERMEDIATE WORKSHOPS:  
YEARS 7–8

 

WHAT HEROES ARE MADE OF
Graci Kim
9.40am-10.40am (max 35 students)

Known for her strong leading characters and unlikely heroines, New 
York Times-bestselling author Graci Kim (Dreamslinger, The Gifted 
Clan series) shares her expertise on how to create unforgettable 
heroes. 

Through interactive activities and engaging discussion, you will learn 
what truly makes a hero and how to map their journey onto the page. 
Whether you’re just starting out or deep into your own story, this is 
your chance to level up your characters and make them shine. 

 

THINKING IN PICTURES
Zak Waipara
10.50am-11.50am (max 35 students)

Sharpen your pencils and get ready to tell stories through pictures! 
In this fun, hands-on workshop, illustrator and comic artist Zak 
Waipara (Ngāti Porou, Rongowhakaata, Ngāti Ruapani, Ngāti 
Kahungunu) will show you how to plan, draft and bring a comic to 
life with creativity and confidence. 

You’ll learn techniques to boost your visual storytelling skills — and 
even have the chance to create a mini-comic of your own to take 
home and share with your whānau and friends!  

  

CREATURES THAT LIVE AND BREATHE
Sarina Clark
1.25pm-2.25pm (max 35 students)

In Sarina Clark’s popular Dragonfall series, she has created an 
extraordinary world filled with amazing creatures: three tribes of 
dragons, each with their own habitats, personalities and powers,  
as well as the fearsome Blade Wolf, the villain who all dragons fear!  

In this otherworldly workshop, join Sarina as she shares her process 
for bringing these fantastical animals to life. You’ll discover her tips 
and tricks for designing your own unique beasts — with their own 
special traits, homes and abilities — and learn how to make your 
creatures feel real, exciting and totally unforgettable! 
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Bookings are dealt with in order of receipt. Please do not include payment with your Booking Form. You will receive a confirmation from
Ticketmaster within three working days of your booking. You will be invoiced by Ticketmaster on receipt of your booking.

School Address

Class/Room Year(s) Equity Index

Booking Contact Phone (Term Time)

Email

Trip Supervisor Supervisor Mobile

Email

Note: The Booking Contact is the person responsible for making the booking.
The Trip Supervisor is the person bringing the class whom we may contact regarding the visit.

Please complete all sections of the form (download a single-page PDF here)  
and email to groups@ticketmaster.co.nz

For all booking enquiries please phone 09 970 9745

TUESDAY 12 MAY Ticket prices: $13 per day per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Event Speakers No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.30am Kiri Te Kanawa Arrival and Seating

10.00am-10.45am Kiri Te Kanawa 16 David A. Robertson 

10.55am-11.40am Kiri Te Kanawa 17 Kenneth Chapman

11.40am-12.25pm Lunch Break and Book Signing

12.30pm-1.15pm Kiri Te Kanawa 18 Claire Mabey

1.25pm-2.10pm Kiri Te Kanawa 19 Dr Hinemoa Elder

2.10pm Finish and Book Signing

*Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre, Level 2, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $13

$

Ticket prices: $16 per workshop per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Workshops No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.40am-10.40am Waihorotiu  20 Graci Kim 

10.50am-11.50am Waihorotiu 21 Zak Waipara

1.25pm-2.25pm Waihorotiu 22 Sarina Clark

*Waihorotiu Room, Level 4, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $16

$

Tuesday 12 May | Tūrei 12 Mei
INTERMEDIATE BOOKING FORM: YEARS 7–8

$

$

$Total

Ticketmaster Booking Fee

Grand Total

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.
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INTERMEDIATE SESSIONS:  
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

KENNETH CHAPMAN
Kenneth Chapman is Sāmoan/Chinese/Pākehā and the eighth child 
in a big Sāmoan family of 10. While he’s explored many different 
things, including making films and baking cookies, running ultra-
marathons and coaching basketball, teaching in classrooms as well 
as at the piano, the one thing he’s never stopped doing is writing 
stories. He first started writing screenplays as a teenager and then 
transitioned to writing books, loving the boundary-free landscape 
of prose. The children and teens he works with have been a huge 
inspiration for his stories. 

SARINA CLARK
Sarina Clark is the author of the Aotearoa number-one bestseller 
Dragonfall – Fate of Dragons, the fiery first instalment in her debut 
children’s fantasy series. She currently juggles writing with a day 
(and sometimes night) job as a registered nurse. When she’s not 
writing or working, Sarina can be found spending time with her 
family. She enjoys the outdoors, including horseback riding, and 
sometimes imagines riding her one-eyed horse is possibly just as 
awesome as riding a dragon might be.  

DR HINEMOA ELDER
Dr Hinemoa Elder is of Te Aupōuri, Ngāti Kurī,Te Rarawa, Ngāi 
Takoto and Ngāpuhi nui tonu and is the mother of two adult 
children. She has lived on Te Motu Ārai Roa, Waiheke Island for more 
than 25 years, and is the author of New Zealand’s best-selling local 
non-fiction book of 2021, Aroha — Māori Wisdom for a Contented 
Life Lived in Harmony with Our Planet. Hinemoa is the Kaiārahi 
Oranga Hinengaro at Te Hiku Hauora, Muriwhenua. She is a member 
of the Human Rights Review Tribunal. In 2019, Hinemoa was 
appointed a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit, for services 
to psychiatry and Māori.

GRACI KIM
Graci Kim is the award-winning and New York Times-bestselling 
author of the Gifted Clans series (The Last Fallen Star, The Last 
Fallen Moon, and The Last Fallen Realm), and her new number-one 
bestselling Slinger series (Dreamslinger, Royalslinger coming in 
2026). Her books are published worldwide, translated into multiple 
languages, and have been optioned for film and television. A proud 
Korean Kiwi, she now lives with her husband and daughter in 
Aotearoa New Zealand. You can follow her on Instagram  
@gracikimwrites, join her newsletter, or write to her at gracikim.com. 

CLAIRE MABEY
Claire Mabey is a writer, the founder of Verb Wellington and 
LitCrawl Wellington, and books editor at The Spinoff. Her first novel, 
The Raven’s Eye Runaways, published by Allen & Unwin, is a middle-
grade adventure novel about the magic of books, the importance 
of friendship and the secrets buried deep in families. The sequel, 
The Raven’s Eye Rebellion, is out in April 2026. Claire is also a 
book reviewer on RNZ and on The Bookshelf podcast on the ABC; 
when she has a spare few minutes, she writes a sporadic Substack 
newsletter called Domestic Animals. Her first picture book, Cass and 
the Beast, is out in September 2026.

DAVID A. ROBERTSON
David A. Robertson is a two-time Governor General’s Literary 
Award winner, and has won the TD Canadian Children’s Literature 
Award and the Writers’ Union of Canada Freedom to Read Award. 
He has received several other accolades for his work as a writer for 
children and adults, podcaster, public speaker and social advocate. 
He was honoured with a Doctor of Letters from the University of 
Manitoba in 2023 and a Doctor of Laws from the University of 
Lethbridge in 2025. He is a member of Norway House Cree Nation 
and lives in Winnipeg.

ZAK WAIPARA
Zak Waipara (Ngāti Porou, Rongowhakaata, Ngāti Ruapani, Ngāti 
Kahungunu) is a senior lecturer in Digital Communications, School 
of Communications, at Auckland University of Technology. A former 
graphic artist for the NZ Herald, and illustrator for Māori TV’s 
children’s show Miharo, Zak has also illustrated comics and range 
of award-winning books, and created animated music videos. His 
practice-led doctoral research reimagined pūrākau Māori (creation 
narratives) via comics, picture books and narrative structures drawn 
from Indigenous storytelling. 

20



Wednesday 13, Thursday 14 May | Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

SECONDARY YEARS 9–13  
HERE’S THE PLAN

DAY 2  WEDNESDAY 13 MAY | WENEREI 13 MEI 
SECONDARY YEARS 9–13, 10.00AM-2.45PM
Note: Doors will open at 9.30am for a prompt start at 10.00am. Please note: schools will be seated in order of 
arrival from the front of the auditorium, rather than in pre-nominated blocks, so early arrival is recommended.

10.00am – 10.45am Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Gilbert Enoka

10.55am – 11.40am Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Nikita Gill

11.40am Lunch & Book Signing

12.30pm – 1.15pm Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Josh Silver

1.25pm – 2.10pm Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Matariki Bennett &  
Manaia Tuwhare-Hoani

2.10pm Finish & Book Signing

TRANSPORT FUND 
ENQUIRIES
Schools are encouraged to  
apply for grants towards travel 
costs to increase accessibility  
to the Schools Programme.  
Please find more information 
about the Schools Transport  
Fund on page 7, including the  
link to the Application Form.

The deadline for applications 
is 5pm Friday 6 March 2026. 
Any questions should be sent to 
schools@writersfestival.co.nz.

WORKSHOPS | AWHEAWHE 
Hour-long writing workshops are offered each day for Secondary students (maximum numbers are 35 
for each workshop; cost $16 per student). These workshops provide students with a rare opportunity 
to learn from, and be inspired by, leading writers. Please note that spaces fill quickly, and bookings are 
on a first-come, first-served basis. An initial limit of five students per school per workshop will apply. 
Additional students can be waitlisted, pending available space once bookings close.

 

Wednesday 13, Thursday 14 May I Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

Time Workshop Venue

9.40am-10.40am Kiri Lightfoot Waihorotiu Room

10.50am-11.50am Zak Waipara Waihorotiu Room

DAY 3  THURSDAY 14 MAY | TĀITE 14 MEI  
SECONDARY YEARS 9-13, 10.00AM-2.45PM
Note: Doors will open at 9.30am for a prompt start at 10.00am. Please note: schools will be seated in order of 
arrival from the front of the auditorium, rather than in pre-nominated blocks, so early arrival is recommended.

10.00am – 10.45am Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Gilbert Enoka

10.55am – 11.40am Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Josh Silver

11.40am Lunch & Book Signing

12.30pm – 1.15pm Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Nikita Gill

1.25pm – 2.10pm Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre Matariki Bennett &  
Manaia Tuwhare-Hoani

2.10pm Finish & Book Signing
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THE MENTAL GAME
Gilbert Enoka

Meet legendary mental performance and leadership coach Gilbert 
Enoka, who transformed the way the All Blacks played their game by 
proving that mental skills and resilience can be as game-changing 
as elite physical performance. In his book, Becoming Unstoppable, 
Gilbert reflects on his time with New Zealand’s rugby champions and 
shares the revolutionary techniques he pioneered to foster team 
success and a winning mentality. 

Expect a dynamic and inspiring session where you’ll learn first-
hand from this globally sought-after speaker about how to build 
leadership, sharpen focus, set goals, create belonging — and how to 
apply these strategies to your everyday life. 

 

GODDESSES ON FIRE
Nikita Gill

Travel deep into the underworld with best-selling poet, playwright 
and social-media sensation Nikita Gill. She introduces her powerful 
and pacy new YA novel-in-verse, Hekate: The Witch — an electrifying 
and fierce retelling of Greek goddess Hekate from child of war to all-
powerful goddess of witchcraft. 

Hear from Nikita in this bewitching session about her passion for 
reimagining and modernising Greek mythology, how she transforms 
epic story into poetry, and enjoy a reading from the book. Plus, get 
an exclusive sneak peek at what formidable goddess she’s writing 
about next in her Goddesses of the Underworld series. 

Supported by Culture Ireland.

 

POETRY IN ACTION
Matariki Bennett & Manaia Tuwhare-Hoani

A unique opportunity to experience the power of spoken word and 
collective creativity in action. Matariki Bennett (Ngāti Pikiao, Ngāti 
Whakaue, Ngāti Hinerangi) and Manaia Tuwhare-Hoani (Ngāti Wai, 
Ngāpuhi) are poets from Ngā Hinepūkōrero, a collective of wāhine 
Māori who use spoken word as a platform to bring attention to 
important topics and issues in Aotearoa New Zealand.  

Using poetry and waiata, they will perform their work, including a 
debut piece created especially for the Schools Programme Hōtaka 
Kura. Following their performance, they will lead writing exercises 
with the entire auditorium, guiding students to create an original 
poem together. 

  

ALIVE AGAIN
Josh Silver

Prepare to be on the edge of your seat as multiple award-winning YA 
author and mental-health nurse Josh Silver delves into his latest 
thriller, Traumaland, and the inspiration behind its chilling, Black 
Mirror-style narrative. After a near-fatal car crash leaves Eli with 
memory loss and emotional numbness, he joins an underground club 
offering virtual-reality simulations of nightmarish scenarios. But 
when he steps into the life of a boy named Jack, Eli uncovers a darker 
truth behind the thrills...

Join Josh as he shares his unique perspective on creativity and 
wellbeing, and explores why dystopian futures can help us understand 
the problems we face in the world today.  

Supported by the British Council.

Wednesday 13, Thursday 14 May | Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

SECONDARY SESSIONS:  
YEARS 9–13
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WRITING DIALOGUE THAT POPS
Kiri Lightfoot
9.40am-10.40am (max 35 students)

Writing strong dialogue helps bring characters to life and keeps 
readers hooked. But sometimes, getting the words just right can be 
hard work. 

In this workshop, award-winning YA author and actress Kiri 
Lightfoot (Bear ) will help you find your characters’ voices and what 
they’ve got to say. Through creative-writing exercises and practical 
tips, you’ll learn how to write dialogue that sounds natural, moves 
your story forward and makes your characters stand out. 

 

THE ART OF THE COMIC
Zak Waipara
10.50am-11.50am (max 35 students)

Discover the magic behind comics, the craft that turns ideas into 
unforgettable visuals. In this activity-based workshop, you’ll learn the 
fundamentals of comic book storytelling with illustrator, animator 
and comic artist Zak Waipara (Ngāti Porou, Rongowhakaata, Ngāti 
Ruapani, Ngāti Kahungunu). 

With Zak’s guidance, you will explore the comic book-making process 
from concept to completion and learn key pointers about composition 
and clarity. By the end of the session, you will have developed and 
completed a comic of your own.  

Wednesday 13, Thursday 14 May | Wenerei 13, Tāite 14 Mei

SECONDARY WORKSHOPS:  
YEARS 9–13
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Bookings are dealt with in order of receipt. Please do not include payment with your Booking Form. You will receive a confirmation from
Ticketmaster within three working days of your booking. You will be invoiced by Ticketmaster on receipt of your booking.

School Address

Class/Room Year(s) Equity Index

Booking Contact Phone (Term Time)

Email

Trip Supervisor Supervisor Mobile

Email

Note: The Booking Contact is the person responsible for making the booking.
The Trip Supervisor is the person bringing the class whom we may contact regarding the visit.

Please complete all sections of the form (download a single-page PDF here)  
and email to groups@ticketmaster.co.nz

For all booking enquiries please phone 09 970 9745

WEDNESDAY 13 MAY Ticket prices: $13 per day per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Event Speakers No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.30am Kiri Te Kanawa Arrival and Seating

10.00am-10.45am Kiri Te Kanawa 23 Gilbert Enoka

10.55am-11.40am Kiri Te Kanawa 24 Nikita Gill

11.40am-12.25pm Lunch Break and Book Signing

12.30pm-1.15pm Kiri Te Kanawa 25 Josh Silver          

1.25pm-2.10pm Kiri Te Kanawa 26 Matariki Bennett & Manaia Tuwhare-Hoani

2.10pm Finish and Book Signing

*Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre, Level 2, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $13

$

Ticket prices: $16 per workshop per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Workshops No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.40am-10.40am Waihorotiu  27 Kiri Lightfoot 

10.50am-11.50am Waihorotiu 28 Zak Waipara

*Waihorotiu Room, Level 4, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $16

$

SECONDARY BOOKING FORM: YEARS 9–13
Wednesday 13 May | Wenerei 13 Mei

$

$Total

Ticketmaster Booking Fee

Grand Total $

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.
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Bookings are dealt with in order of receipt. Please do not include payment with your Booking Form. You will receive a confirmation from
Ticketmaster within three working days of your booking. You will be invoiced by Ticketmaster on receipt of your booking.

School Address

Class/Room Year(s) Equity Index

Booking Contact Phone (Term Time)

Email

Trip Supervisor Supervisor Mobile

Email

Note: The Booking Contact is the person responsible for making the booking.
The Trip Supervisor is the person bringing the class whom we may contact regarding the visit.

Please complete all sections of the form (download a single-page PDF here)  
and email to groups@ticketmaster.co.nz

For all booking enquiries please phone 09 970 9745

THURSDAY 14 MAY Ticket prices: $13 per day per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Event Speakers No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.30am Kiri Te Kanawa Arrival and Seating

10.00am-10.45am Kiri Te Kanawa 29 Gilbert Enoka

10.55am-11.40am Kiri Te Kanawa 30 Josh Silver

11.40am-12.25pm Lunch Break and Book Signing

12.30pm-1.15pm Kiri Te Kanawa 31 Nikita Gill

1.25pm-2.10pm Kiri Te Kanawa 32 Matariki Bennett & Manaia Tuwhare-Hoani

2.10pm Finish and Book Signing

*Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre, Level 2, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $13

$

Ticket prices: $16 per workshop per student. Teachers: free.

Time Venue* No. Workshops No. Teachers No. Students Year(s)

9.40am-10.40am Waihorotiu  33 Kiri Lightfoot 

10.50am-11.50am Waihorotiu 34 Zak Waipara

*Waihorotiu Room, Level 4, Aotea Centre Total Teachers
(Free)

Total Students
@ $16

$

Thursday 14 May | Tāite 14 Mei
SECONDARY BOOKING FORM: YEARS 9–13

$

$

$

$Total

Ticketmaster Booking Fee

Grand Total $

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.

Please manually enter the total number of students that are attending.
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS: 
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

MATARIKI BENNETT
Matariki Bennett (Ngāti Pikiao, Ngāti Whakaue, Ngāti Hinerangi) is 
a 23-year-old award-winning slam poet and filmmaker. She released 
her first book, e kō, nō hea koe, in May 2025. She is a founding 
member of Ngā Hinepūkōrero, a bilingual Wāhine Māori slam poetry 
collective. In 2021, the collective was honoured with the Creative 
New Zealand Ngā Manu Pīrere Award, recognising outstanding 
emerging Māori artists. In 2023, Matariki was the Wellington Poetry 
Slam Champion. Whakapapa, te reo Māori and hītori are the tūāpapa 
of Matariki’s storytelling. 

GILBERT ENOKA
Gilbert Enoka’s transformative impact on the All Blacks is 
characterised by his innovative leadership model, emphasis 
on mental performance, and ability to foster a deep emotional 
connection within the team. His methods have not only enhanced 
the All Blacks’ success but also left a lasting legacy in New Zealand 
sport, influencing athletes and teams across the country. Gilbert’s 
reputation has also seen him work with the Black Caps, Silver Ferns, 
Crusaders and many other high-performing international athletes. 
A sought-after speaker, Gilbert talks about the psychology behind 
individual and team success in world-level sport, and how this can 
be applied to any walk of life.

NIKITA GILL
Nikita Gill is an Irish-Indian poet, playwright, illustrator and actor 
who has the attention of nearly 850,000 Instagram followers 
worldwide for her work. Her work offers a shift of perspective that 
centres women in both Greek and Hindu myth, as well as folklore. 
She has given a TEDx Talk, spoken at every major literary festival 
in the UK and been shortlisted for the Goodreads Choice Award 
in poetry three times, the Children’s Poetry Award two times and 
longlisted for the Jhalak Prize. Nikita has written seven poetry 
collections and two verse novels.

KIRI LIGHTFOOT
Kiri Lightfoot is a writer from Tāmaki Makaurau whose work spans 
picture books, young-adult fiction and television. Her debut novel 
Bear won the Storylines Tessa Duder Young Adult Award (2024) 
and was a finalist in the New Zealand Book Awards for Children 
and Young Adults (2025). Inspired by Kiri’s time as a Youthline 
counsellor, Bear explores self-acceptance, connection and hope. Kiri 
is also the author of the picture books Every Second Friday, Ming’s 
Iceberg and Te Ngahere i te Pō (The Forest at Night). 

JOSH SILVER
Josh Silver trained as an actor at the prestigious Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art in London and went on to perform in the West End and 
on Broadway. After deciding to change careers, Josh now works with 
teenagers as a mental-health nurse. HappyHead was his first book 
and has been shortlisted for the YA Book Prize and nominated for 
the Carnegie Medal. 

MANAIA TUWHARE-HOANI
Manaia Tuwhare-Hoani he uri whakaheke no Ngāpuhi, no Ngāti 
Wai hoki. He mokopuna ia nō Te Pū o Te Wheke Te Kaikohekohe. 
She is a young, wahine Māori spoken-word poet with a passion for 
storytelling. She does this as a solo artist, and a part of the poetry 
collective Ngā Hinepūkōrero. She is a kaituitui for Ngāpuhi Iwi Social 
Services as a member of the mana ake team. Her goal is to move 
back to Te Tai Tokerau and introduce mahi toi such as tuhi rotarota 
into ngā kura whanui o Ngāpuhi nui tonu. Manaia uses spoken word 
to connect to her whakapapa as a platform to bring the unspoken 
mana Māori powers and truths to light, to explore and expand her 
own creativity and identity within her culture, and to bring that into 
the classroom. 

ZAK WAIPARA
Zak Waipara (Ngāti Porou, Rongowhakaata, Ngāti Ruapani, Ngāti 
Kahungunu) is a senior lecturer in digital communications at 
Auckland University of Technology. A former graphic artist for the 
NZ Herald, and illustrator for Māori TV’s children’s show Miharo, Zak 
has also illustrated comics and a range of award-winning books, and 
created animated music videos. His practice-led doctoral research 
reimagined pūrākau Māori (creation narratives) via comics, picture 
books and narrative structures drawn from Indigenous storytelling.

26


	Writers Festival: 
	Application Form 4: 
	Application Form 2: 
	Application Form: 
	Application Form 3: 
	PG12 School: 
	PG12 Address: 
	PG12 Class/Room: 
	PG12 Year(s): 
	PG12 Equity Index: 
	PG12 Contact: 
	PG12 Phone: 
	PG12 Email: 
	PG12 Trip Supervisor: 
	PG12 Supervisor Mobile: 
	PG12 Trip Supervisor Email: 
	PG12_Teach_1: 0
	PG12_Teach_2: 0
	PG12_Teach_3: 0
	PG12_Teach_4: 0
	PG12 Total Teachers 1: 0
	PG12_Stu_1: 0
	PG12_Stu_2: 0
	PG12_Stu_3: 0
	PG12_Stu_4: 0
	PG12_TotalStudents_13: 0
	PG12 Years 1: 0
	PG12 Years 2: 0
	PG12 Years 3: 0
	PG12 Years 4: 0
	PG12_Subtotal_13: 0
	PG12_Teach_5: 0
	PG12 Total Teachers 2: 0
	PG12_Stu_5: 0
	PG12_TotalStudents_16: 0
	PG12 Years 5: 0
	PG12_Subtotal_16: 0
	PG12_Total: 0
	PG12_BookingFee: 8
	PG12_GrandTotal: 8
	PG13 School: 
	PG13 Address: 
	PG13 Class/Room: 
	PG13 Year(s): 
	PG13 Equity Index: 
	PG13 Contact: 
	PG13 Phone: 
	PG13 Email: 
	PG13 Trip Supervisor: 
	PG13 Supervisor Mobile: 
	PG13 Trip Supervisor Email: 
	PG13_Teach_1: 0
	PG13_Teach_2: 0
	PG13_Teach_3: 0
	PG13_Teach_4: 0
	PG13 Total Teachers 1: 0
	PG13_Stu_1: 0
	PG13_Stu_2: 0
	PG13_Stu_3: 0
	PG13_Stu_4: 0
	PG13_TotalStudents_13: 0
	PG13 Years 1: 0
	PG13 Years 2: 0
	PG13 Years 3: 0
	PG13 Years 4: 0
	PG13_Subtotal_13: 0
	PG13_Teach_5: 0
	PG13 Total Teachers 2: 0
	PG13_Stu_5: 0
	PG13_TotalStudents_16: 0
	PG13 Years 5: 0
	PG13_Subtotal_16: 0
	PG13_Total: 0
	PG13_BookingFee: 8
	PG13_GrandTotal: 8
	PG14 School: 
	PG14 Address: 
	PG14 Class/Room: 
	PG14 Year(s): 
	PG14 Equity Index: 
	PG14 Contact: 
	PG14 Phone: 
	PG14 Email: 
	PG14 Trip Supervisor: 
	PG14 Supervisor Mobile: 
	PG14 Trip Supervisor Email: 
	PG14_Teach_1: 0
	PG14_Teach_2: 0
	PG14_Teach_3: 0
	PG14_Teach_4: 0
	PG14 Total Teachers 1: 0
	PG14_Stu_1: 0
	PG14_Stu_2: 0
	PG14_Stu_3: 0
	PG14_Stu_4: 0
	PG14_TotalStudents_13: 0
	PG14 Years 1: 0
	PG14 Years 2: 0
	PG14 Years 3: 0
	PG14 Years 4: 0
	PG14_Subtotal_13: 0
	PG14_Teach_5: 0
	PG14 Total Teachers 2: 0
	PG14_Stu_5: 0
	PG14_TotalStudents_16: 0
	PG14 Years 5: 0
	PG14_Subtotal_16: 0
	PG14_Total: 0
	PG14_BookingFee: 8
	PG14_GrandTotal: 8
	PG19 School: 
	PG19 Address: 
	PG19 Class/Room: 
	PG19 Year(s): 
	PG19 Equity Index: 
	PG19 Contact: 
	PG19 Phone: 
	PG19 Email: 
	PG19 Trip Supervisor: 
	PG19 Supervisor Mobile: 
	PG19 Trip Supervisor Email: 
	PG19_Teach_1: 0
	PG19_Teach_2: 0
	PG19_Teach_3: 0
	PG19_Teach_4: 0
	PG19 Total Teachers 1: 0
	PG19_Stu_1: 0
	PG19_Stu_2: 0
	PG19_Stu_3: 0
	PG19_Stu_4: 0
	PG19_TotalStudents_13: 0
	PG19 Years 1: 0
	PG19 Years 2: 0
	PG19 Years 3: 0
	PG19 Years 4: 0
	PG19_Subtotal_13: 0
	PG19_Teach_5: 0
	PG19_Teach_6: 0
	PG19_Teach_7: 0
	PG19 Total Teachers 2: 0
	PG19_Stu_5: 0
	PG19_Stu_6: 0
	PG19_Stu_7: 0
	PG19_TotalStudents_16: 0
	PG19 Years 5: 0
	PG19 Years 6: 0
	PG19 Years 7: 0
	PG19_Subtotal_16: 0
	PG19_Total: 0
	PG19_BookingFee: 8
	PG19_GrandTotal: 8
	PG24 School: 
	PG24 Address: 
	PG24 Class/Room: 
	PG24 Year(s): 
	PG24 Equity Index: 
	PG24 Contact: 
	PG24 Phone: 
	PG24 Email: 
	PG24 Trip Supervisor: 
	PG24 Supervisor Mobile: 
	PG24 Trip Supervisor Email: 
	PG24_Teach_1: 0
	PG24_Teach_2: 0
	PG24_Teach_3: 0
	PG24_Teach_4: 0
	PG24 Total Teachers 1: 0
	PG24_Stu_1: 0
	PG24_Stu_2: 0
	PG24_Stu_3: 0
	PG24_Stu_4: 0
	PG24_TotalStudents_13: 0
	PG24 Years 1: 0
	PG24 Years 2: 0
	PG24 Years 3: 0
	PG24 Years 4: 0
	PG24_Subtotal_13: 0
	PG24_Teach_5: 0
	PG24_Teach_6: 0
	PG24 Total Teachers 2: 0
	PG24_Stu_5: 0
	PG24_Stu_6: 0
	PG24_TotalStudents_16: 0
	PG24 Years 5: 0
	PG24 Years 6: 0
	PG24_Subtotal_16: 0
	PG24_Total: 0
	PG24_BookingFee: 8
	PG24_GrandTotal: 8
	PG25 School: 
	PG25 Address: 
	PG25 Class/Room: 
	PG25 Year(s): 
	PG25 Equity Index: 
	PG25 Contact: 
	PG25 Phone: 
	PG25 Email: 
	PG25 Trip Supervisor: 
	PG25 Supervisor Mobile: 
	PG25 Trip Supervisor Email: 
	PG25_Teach_1: 0
	PG25_Teach_2: 0
	PG25_Teach_3: 0
	PG25_Teach_4: 0
	PG25 Total Teachers 1: 0
	PG25_Stu_1: 0
	PG25_Stu_2: 0
	PG25_Stu_3: 0
	PG25_Stu_4: 0
	PG25_TotalStudents_13: 0
	PG25 Years 1: 0
	PG25 Years 2: 0
	PG25 Years 3: 0
	PG25 Years 4: 0
	PG25_Subtotal_13: 0
	PG25_Teach_5: 0
	PG25_Teach_6: 0
	PG25 Total Teachers 2: 0
	PG25_Stu_5: 0
	PG25_Stu_6: 0
	PG25_TotalStudents_16: 0
	PG25 Years 5: 0
	PG25 Years 6: 0
	PG25_Subtotal_16: 0
	PG25_Total: 0
	PG25_BookingFee: 8
	PG25_GrandTotal: 8


